.68	MARRIAGE   QUALIFICATIONS.
month to a whole year usually intervened between the
act of contracting marriage (termed Kidduahin) and the
.nuptials (termed Nissu-in). It then sometimes occurred
that the consent to a contract of marriage was given on
^certain conditions, which, if not fulfilled, eventually
vacated the contract. But the consummation of such
,a conditional contract by the nuptials, or by cohabita-
tion, was regarded as a silent annulment of the condi-
tions, so that their non-fulfillment did not affect the
'validity of the marriage. (*)
It is hardly necessary to be stated that in our time,
-where the act of contracting marriage is combined with
tfhe nuptials on the wedding day, the consent of the
parties to marriage must be absolute, without any
'CONDITIONS   WHATEVER.
(1) SeeTal, Kethuboth 74a; Maim. Ishuth TIL 23; E. H. XXXVII.
35.—A certain analogy to this Rabbinical Law is found in modern law
writing in reference to conditional promise of future marriage, fol-
lowed by cohabitation, and also in regard to marriages procured by
fraud and duress. We quote the following: "If (in a conditional
promise of future marriage) the condition is of a nature not to be puri-
fied until after the copula is had, the law will not found on the trans-
ition a marriage; but, if the condition could be purified before, or at
the time, the law will presume it was so purified, and will infer a pres-
ent mutual consent. An illustration of the latter case is: If a man has
.agreed to marry a woman when he can do so with comfort, or when she
finds caution that is free from debt, or worth a sum of money named,
the condition, in its nature, may at any time be purified, and, if copula
follows such a promise, the law will hold the parties to be married."
Bishop, Mar. and Biv: (fourth ed.), I. 263. Regarding a marriage pro-
cured by fraud, the same authority says (p. 218): " In fraudulent mar-
nages, cohabitation, with knowledge of the fraud, will bar the right to
have the marriage set aside. * * * We may observe that the fact of
the marriage not having been consummated has in many instances
powerfully influenced the court in favor of setting it aside."

